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CClleeaann  DDiiaammoonnddss  MMaakkee  CClleeaann  PPrrooffiittss

What does “clean” mean? With diamonds, “clean”
typically relates to clarity, but many dealers overlook
the importance of a clean surface of a diamond.
Have you ever found an unclean car at the dealer’s
lot when buying a car? The dealer knows the signifi-
cance of a first impression and understands that in
order to make a sale he has to present his merchan-
dise in its best possible appearance. The same con-
cept applies to diamonds and diamond jewelry.

Part of the problem with diamonds is that they attract
oil, and oil is something that gives diamonds a soiled
appearance upon contact. In fact, when searching
for diamonds, miners slide the diamond-bearing
gravel across a “grease belt” to see what sticks. Of
course much of the jewelry that comes in off the
street hasn’t been cleaned since its original pur-
chase so it will be encrusted with a myriad of sub-
stances (including oils, lotions, food, etc.).

What if you’re buying a diamond? Should it be clean
to make an accurate assessment? I’ve talked to
more than a few buyers that say they prefer buying
dirty diamonds because the dirt makes them look
imperfect and allows the dealer to buy them at a
lower price. I strongly disagree with this since it also
leaves the buyer in the dark about the true quality of
the stone. You may get the estimated size right, but
grading color and clarity is something that can’t be
done accurately when dealing with a grimy diamond.
Grading a “clean” diamond is challenging enough!

Pawnbrokers and buyers with jewelry repair shops
already know the importance of clean diamonds and
jewelry, but for those who have not placed diamond
cleanliness on their priority list, let me give you a few
important cleaning methods:

TThhee  UUllttrraassoonniicc  &&  SStteeaamm  MMeetthhoodd

##11  --  TThhee  UUllttrraassoonniicc  CClleeaanneerr:
An essential device that
“shakes” the caked dirt and
grunge from the surface of
jewelry. Find a unit with a
heater and be sure to change
the water (with ammonia
detergent) regularly. To speed
up the cleaning process, use
a soft brush to get behind the
diamond, particularly between the stone and the
metal backing (prongs, etc.).
AAlltteerrnnaattiivvee  cclleeaanniinngg  mmeetthhoodd: scrub diamonds with a
soft brush in a bowl filled with detergent-water. This

method is not as effective, but is still better than try-
ing to grade a dirty diamond.

##22  ––  SStteeaammiinngg  tthhee  ssttoonnee: An
excellent second step that
removes any remaining grunge
and soap left behind from the
ultrasonic machine. The
steamer is a machine that
shoots a powerful jet of com-
pressed hot water to blast dirt
off jewelry. If you have the
space, I would recommend the three-gallon unit
which requires less frequent re-filling.
AAlltteerrnnaattiivvee  cclleeaanniinngg  mmeetthhoodd: After cleaning the dia-
mond jewelry item using the ultrasonic cleaner, blow
the residue off with a can of compressed air (such
as Dust-Off). This compressed gas will remove most
of the loosened grime and soap from the jewelry
item.

AA  QQuuiicckk--CClleeaann  MMeetthhoodd  ffoorr  LLoooossee  DDiiaammoonnddss

An old diamond-cutter’s trick
for removing dirt from a loose
diamond is the use of table
salt to “rub” the gunk from the
diamond. Put a half teaspoon
of table salt in the palm of
your hand and rub the dia-
mond with force in the salt.
Rub the diamond between

your thumb and index finger, but be careful not to
cut or puncture yourself in the process! This method
is extremely effective in getting the majority of gunk
off of the diamond’s surface. After the salt treatment,
rub the diamond with a lint-free cloth.

TThhee  AAcciidd  BBaatthh

USE EXTREME CAUTION IN EMPLOYING THE FOL-
LOWING PROCEDURE!
TThhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  aacciidd--rreessiissttaanntt  pprrootteeccttiivvee  ggeeaarr  iiss  hhiigghhllyy
rreeccoommmmeennddeedd::  rruubbbbeerr  ccooaatteedd  ssppllaasshh  aapprroonn,,  gglloovveess,,
ssaaffeettyy  ggllaasssseess  aanndd  aann  aacciidd  ssttoorraaggee  ccaabbiinneett..

The ideal method for cleaning diamonds is the use
of the acid bath. An acid mixture in a small beaker
over heat will clean diamonds thoroughly. Even the
smallest particles of metal shaving and dirt will be
removed in an acid bath. The bath will even improve
the color of a diamond! The color of a stone with a
pitted girdle that has collected grime over years of
wear, or a stone 
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that was never
properly cleaned
by the cutter after
the final polishing
process will dra-
matically improve
after an acid bath.

The following
instructions
should be carried
out under an
exhaust fan or
outdoors:
Mix a small solu-
tion of 1 part nitric
acid to 2 parts
sulfuric acid in a
heat-resistant
beaker. You can
purchase an ideal
boiling beaker

directly from Lovelady Diamond.
Drop the diamonds in the beaker, and place the
beaker on a heating device, such as a hot plate.
Bring the solution to a boil and let the diamonds
“cook” for up to 3 minutes depending on the quantity
of diamonds and the amount of dirt on the stones.
Allow the solution to cool down to room temperature
and place the diamonds in cool water using corro-
sive-resistant tweezers.
Carefully rinse the diamonds with clear water to
make sure the acid has been removed.

For more buying/selling tips and diamond education, con-
tact Lovelady Diamond about the MMaasstteerriinngg  DDiiaammoonnddss
self-instructional course.

GGlleennnn  LLoovveellaaddyy  ggrraadduuaatteedd  ffrroomm  tthhee  AAmmeerriiccaann  SScchhooooll  ooff
DDiiaammoonndd  CCuuttttiinngg  iinn  11998800  aanndd  hhaass  bbeeeenn  aaccttiivvee  iinn  bbuuyyiinngg  aanndd
sseelllliinngg  ddiiaammoonnddss  eevveerr  ssiinnccee..  HHee  hhaass  aauutthhoorreedd  tthhee  sseellff--iinnssttrruucc--
ttiioonnaall  ccoouurrssee  MMaasstteerriinngg  DDiiaammoonnddss  aanndd  ssppeeaakkss  aatt  nnaattiioonnaall  aanndd
ssttaattee  ccoonnvveennttiioonnss..  PPlleeaassee  ffeeeell  ffrreeee  ttoo  ccaallll  oorr  eemmaaiill  wwiitthh  ccoomm--
mmeennttss,,  ssuuggggeessttiioonnss,,  aanndd  iinnppuutt  oorr  ffoorr  yyoouurr  ffrreeee  ssuubbssccrriippttiioonn  ooff  tthhee
““LLoovveellaaddyy  ddiiaammoonndd  CCaasshh  OOffffeerr  GGuuiiddee””..  CCaallll  ((880000))  885544--00001144,,
eemmaaiill  ddiiaammoonnddss@@ggeemmggaattee..ccoomm aanndd  vviissiitt  uuss  oonn  tthhee  wweebb  aatt
wwwwww..ggeemmggaattee..ccoomm..  
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CCoonnvveennttiioonn  22000055  ppiiccttuurreess  wwee  ddiidd
nnoott  hhaavvee  rroooooomm  ffoorr  iinn  tthhee  AAuugguusstt
22000055  iissssuuee..    CClloocckkwwiissee  ffrroomm
uuppppeerr  lleefftt,,  rreeggiissttrraattiioonn,,  tthhee  vveenn--
ddoorr  ppaarrttyy,,  DDaavvee  NNeewwmmaann  ttrraacckkss
aauuccttiioonn  bbiiddss,,  tthhee  TTeexxaass
AAssssoocciiaattiioonn  ooff  PPaawwnnbbrrookkeerrss
bbooootthh,,  tthhee  GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt  RReellaattiioonnss
sseemmiinnaarr  aanndd  tthhee  RRoolleexx  sseemmiinnaarr..


